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FROM THE EDITOR

When | was a kid, | - and most of my friends - were sure
that being a pilot in the Air Force was just about the cool-
— M | estthing you could do. Iron Eagle was great and Top Gun
R [ 1 was on every [V in every department store for at least a
A s | decade. Little details like it being about Navy pilots didn't
;A J ; ._ matter.
MELISSA WALTHER | ™ almost embarrassed to admit, but we'd be on
swings at the playground, pretending they were jets and
of course, we'd have to eject (jumping out was the best), and then fight our
way through the jungle or the Soviet tundra, depending on the time of the
year. Just like it didn't matter that Top Gun was about the Navy, it didn't
matter that half of us were girls, or wore leg braces or had parents who had
protested Vietnam.

We all wanted to be soldiers (again, details didn't matter; everyone
was a soldier, regardless of branch). But as | got older, that childhood dream
got pushed into the back of my mind, and | moved on to other things, like a
strange obsession with paleontology.

| was reminded of all this while going through historic events for the
On This Day... section of BtB.

Feb. 78, 1991 marked the coalition-declared ceasefire of Operation
Desert Storm. The Air Force played a major role in the conflict, and my inter-
est in joining was rekindled, and never quite died out after that. My path took
a turn and | ended up in the Army instead (funny story, for another edition),
but | remember sitting in school having to write |etters to deployed troops.

All | could think at the time was "l don't know these people, and they
don't know me, so why does this matter”? They're just going to throw it away.”

Eleven years later, | got one of those “any soldier” letters when | was
sitting in a bombed out palace in Iraq. | still have that letter, and while | may
no longer wear a uniform, in a way, | made that childhood dream of being in
the Air Force come true. Funny how life works out sometimes.

-Mellssa
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There's an old saying that the way to some-
one's heart is through their stomach, and one
recruiter is proving that with his school presen-
tations.

Staff Sgt. Jorge Nevarez, 319th Recruiting
Squadron, uses his skills as a chef to whip up in-
terest for the Air Force,
while discussing how it's
changed his own life.

Although he's

four months now, Neva-
rez has given his pre-
sentation several times
and said he always gets a sumethlng
gnnd response.

“It gives me more
time, talking to people.”
he said. "lt's a great way to show first-hand that
you can learn things in the Air Force. If | would
have been a mechanic, I'd do my presentation by
going in and fixing something.”

While he's cooking, Nevarez speaks about
his Air Force Career and how it's benefited him,
from teaching him new skills to learning a new
language and getting his bachelor's degree.

“When | first started in the Air Force, we
were still cooking,” he said. "My first supervisor
taught me. After | was in for about two years,

It's a great way to show first-
only hand that you can learn things
been with AFRS for about jn the Air Force. If | would have
been a mechanic, I'd do my pre-
sentation by going in and fixing

-Staff sSot. Jorge Nevarez
.
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COOKING UPINTERESTIN THE AIR FORLE

they started contracting, but | still got to use
my skills. I've learned Portuguese and gotten my
bachelor's degree. There's a lot you can do in the
Air Force, and | let students know that."

While he gets a great response from stu-
dents, Nevarez said it's often the teachers who
are most surprised about
life in the Air Force.

“I've done this in two
schools so far, and every-
one was amazing,” he said.
‘I did three presenta-
tions, back-to-back every
day, and after the first
one, one of the educators
would say 'did you know
they do this and that' to
the students, to get them
interested. The teachers get the chance to hear
about it and can pass that on, even after I'm
gone.”

Nevarez said he's so far gotten three people
to enlist, and said he plans to continue his cook-
ing presentations.

“It's a good way to get people involved and
keep them interested,” he said. “Take advantage
of the skills you've got, be creative and make the
presentation fun. It makes it more enjoyable for
everyone.”




Big Game with

The 341st Recruiting Squadron helped put the Air
Force on center stage
during the Super Bowl festivities in Houston Feb 3-3.

As thousands of fans crowded into downtown Hous-
ton to enjoy the sights and sounds of one of America's
largest sporting events, Airmen from the 34ist Re-
cruiting Squadron and supporting units ensured they
also were able to learn about the Air Force's unique
opportunities.

Throughout the weekend, recruiters manned
booths at the NFL Experience in the George C. Brown
Convention Center as well as at the Air Force Recruit-
ing Service Rapid Strike display located at a local park.

They were joined by a four-man Explosives Or-
dinance Disposal team from Joint Base San Anto-
nio-Lackland as well as several members from the LS.
Air Force Thunderbirds demonstration team, which
provided the game's flyover, allowing visitors to get an
up-close view of some of the Air Force missions.

In addition, Master Sqt. Dina Anderson, a 34Ist RCS
flight chief in Houston, was selected to join a joint-ser-
vice team to run the American flag onto the field ahead
of the New England Patriots.

To culminate the event, Thunderbirds commander,
Lt. Col. Jason Heard, led more than 33 future Airmen
in an "0ath of Enlistment" ceremony, which was also
broadcast with other weekend events over Air Force
recruiting social media platforms.”
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CONGRATULATIONS

Recruiter earns full-ride

Leila Gallagher

ADVICE FROM YOUR LEGAL EAGLES

Don't be 'That Guy’

[t. Col. Anthony Coggin

In September 2016, Staff Sgt. "Don't-Be-That-Guy” sat in a military
courtroom in Colorado, waiting to hear what his fate would be. Earlier that
day, Don't-Be-That-Guy had pled guilty to eight specifications of failure to
obey an order by having unprofessional relationships with multiple recruits
and Recruiters Assistance Program participants, one count of forgery, and
one count of impeding an investigation.

He had just sat through a sentencing hearing in which four of his for-
mer recruits - now all active-duty Airmen - and RAP participants provid-
ed testimony about the negative impact their unprofessional relationships
with Don't-Be-That-Guy had on their lives and careers.

The judge was now weighing the evidence against him; all Don't-Be-That-
Guy could do was wait.

The whole unfortunate series of events that had brought Don't-Be-That-
Guy to this point began with a bizarre chance encounter almost exactly one
year earlier.

Three recruiters were having lunch at a local restaurant one day when
an ex-boyfriend of one of Don't-Be-That-Guy's recruits came over and
struck up a conversation. After a brief exchange, the young man asked the
recruiters if it would be considered a “conflict of interest” for a recruiter
to sleep with one of his recruits. When the recruiters responded that it
would be, he then told them that's exactly what was going on between his
ex-girlfriend and her recruiter, Don't-Be-That-Guy.

An 05l investigation quickly followed.

During his interview with 08I, Don't-Be-That-Guy admitted to having
sexual relations with not just the ex-girlfriend, but three of his recruits and

Grantham University, has named Master Sgt.
Robert Bursee, 368th Recruiting Squadron op-
erations flight chief, as the recipient of the Da-
vid "Bull" Baker Memorial Scholarship. Bursee,
who was previously awarded a full scholarship,
earned his Bachelor of Science in Business Ad-
ministration at Grantham and he is now working
4 toward his Master's in Business Administration.

The full scholarship, valued up to $39.471, hon-
ors the late Gen. David "Bull” Baker, a United
States Air Force prisoner of war who dedicated his life to honorably serving
his country and the pursuit of knowledge by supporting continuing educa-
tion for service members.

Baker served on Grantham's Board of Governors from 2006 until his
passing in 2008.

In his essay, Bursee, wrote about the importance of pursing his degrees
and that seeking a business position will be his top priority when he leaves
the military.

“| feel that pursuing an MBA degree in addition to my military experi-
ence will propel my career options,” Bursee said. "My bachelor's degree
in business administration from Grantham University has already made a
positive impact on my career.”

Bursee has served in the Air Force for 21 years.

“We are inspired by his dedication to his country and educational goals.”
said Dr. Cheryl Hayek, interim university president and provost. “We look
forward to supporting him throughout his journey at Grantham as he con-
tinues his master's degree.”
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JOIN THELE [N THIS DAY..

a f ID SEDVI (*] 23 U.S. Air Force C-130s carried 700 troops from
the 173rd Airborne Brigade on the first parachute
personnel drop in the Vietnam War during Operation |

and

Junction City. Heavy drops of equipment and sup- §

S EDVE plies followed the personnel drop.
in

The Tactical Air Command received its first F-1aC Eagle as a re-

B U lacement for the F-4 Phantom in the air superiority role.
FRANCE "~ )\ %

In an unarmed and unarmored 0-1 Bird Dog air-
craft flying near Dilinh in South Vietnam, Capt. Hil-
liard A. Wilbanks attacked a large body of Vietcong
that had attacked a much smaller South Vietnam-
J ese ranger force. He used smoke rockets and rifle
fire to draw enemy fire and interrupt its advance.
He sacrificed his life to protect the withdrawing
rangers and received a Medal of Honor for his bravery.

The free world's longest test track (35,000 feet) dedicated at Hol-
loman Air Force Base, Arizona.

The Znd Balloon Company, U.S. Army Sig-

nal Corps, became the first U.S. Air Ser-

vice unit to serve with American forces at

. the front. It arrived in the Toul Sector for

waegl assignment with | Corps and began opera-
= tions on 3 March.
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