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FORCE READINESS

Air Force bases are small communities 
comprised of people from all walks of life. When 
something as common as the flu or a food borne 
illness is left unchecked, it can spread rapidly 
throughout the base affecting both its mission 
and force readiness.

To make sure that doesn’t happen, the Air Force 
relies on Public Health Officers to be at the 
forefront of protecting the health and safety of 
Airmen and their families around the world.

YOUR DUTIES

As an Air Force Public Health Officer, you’re 
responsible for promoting public health principles 
through the monitoring of disease trends, food 
safety practices and sanitation levels on base. 

Your daily duties may include conducting food 
inspections and drinking water tests in on-base 
dining facilities to ensure they meet strict 
federal guidelines. 

You may also inspect sanitation practices of base 
organizations, implement a pest control program, 
advise commanders on military public health 
issues, investigate and control the outbreak of 
communicable diseases, promote preventive 
medicine, review workplace safety procedures 
and conduct emergency preparedness training.

Through force health management and 
medical readiness programs you’ll help ensure 
Airmen are healthy and medically fit before and 
after deployments.

Whether assigned to a stateside base, overseas 
location or in a deployed environment, you’ll work 
with some of the most advanced technologies in 
the world to detect hazardous materials including 
bioterrorism diseases and agents.



PROFESSIONAL GROWTH

You’ll enter active duty as a commissioned officer 
and attend the eight-week Officer Training School 
course at Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama. When 
you graduate you’ll begin a new chapter in your life 
as an Air Force Public Health Officer and a member 
of the Air Force Biomedical Sciences Corps.

You’ll achieve professional growth and development 
through leadership experiences, on-the-job training 
and continuing education. 

To help keep you current in your field, we 
encourage you to attend professional seminars and 
conferences all at little or no cost to you. We’ll even 
pay for any specialty certification you may need and 
you’ll never have to worry about losing income. We 
have you covered.

Also, if you qualify and are selected for an 
advanced degree program through the Air Force 
Institute of Technology, you’ll attend college full 
time at no cost to you and without losing your 
salary or benefits.



QUALITY OF LIFE

The Air Force quality of life is hard to beat. You’ll 
enjoy several benefits including:

AIR FORCE ADVANTAGE

The Air Force offers many advantages over a 
civilian practice. You’ll be able to take your 
career as far as you want with opportunities to 
work in different environments such as 
research and academics or serve in various key 
command positions.

Through the development of innovative treatments 
for life-threatening diseases, you’ll have the tools 
and training needed to provide the best care 
possible for the Air Force community.

Also when natural disasters strike around the globe, 
the Air Force is there responding with humanitarian 
assistance. As a Public Health Officer, you’ll provide 
care to people in devastated areas. You’ll discover 
you’re not only making a difference in their lives, 
you’re making a difference in your own through 
life-enriching experiences.

An excellent starting salary with regular pay 
raises and promotions.

30 days of vacation with pay each year.

Tax-free housing and food allowances available.

Comprehensive medical and dental care. 

Opportunities to live, work and travel worldwide.



QUALIFICATIONS

To become an Air Force Public Health Officer, you 
must meet these qualifications:

Have a Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine (DVM/
VMD), Doctorate of Public Health (DrPH) or 
Doctorate of Epidemiology (PhD), or have a 
Master’s Degree in Public Health (MPH/MSPH) or 
Epidemiology (MS) plus a bachelor’s degree in a 
biological science.

Be a U.S. citizen.

Be commissioned as an Air Force officer by age 42.

Be able to meet specific physical and moral 
requirements.
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PROTECT OUR HEROES

To be the world’s No. 1 air, space and cyberspace 
force requires the Air Force to be fit and healthy 
24/7. It also needs Public Health Officers to protect 
our heroes who serve our country. For more 
information, contact your local Air Force Health 
Professions recruiter or call 1-800-588-5260. 

Also visit AIRFORCE.COM/HEALTHCARE.

AIRFORCE.com/healthcare
1-800-588-5260
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